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GATTACA 
1. At Vincent's birth, doctors already knew how he would die. What was Vincent's life expectancy and what would he likely die from?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Compare how Vincent's brother was brought into the world to how Vincent was brought into the world. Did the doctor feel that some traits should be left to chance? Why or why not.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. The doctor stated: "The child is you, simply the best of you". What does this mean?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Scenes of the two brothers childhood imply certain differences in the physique. List some obvious differences between Vincent and his brother.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. "My real resume' was in my cells." What does this statement mean? What kind of job did Vincent end up with? What was his real goal? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Describe the process by which Vincent became Jerome? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. How was Vincent treated differently as Jerome? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. What procedures did Vincent go through to prevent his DNA from being discovered (and his ruse being discovered) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Did the doctor at Gattaca know all along that Jerome wasn't who he was? What gave him away at the end? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Why did the real Jerome go along with Vincent's scheme? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Essay:
 Choose one of the following (Essay should be approximately 5 paragraphs long, and use language specific to genetics and biotechnology)
11. The caption of the movie reads: "There Is No Gene for The Human Spirit". Describe what this means in the context of Vincent's struggle to overcome his perceived genetic disadvantages. Is nature (DNA) more important than nurture (home environment) in determining whether a person will be successful or not. Defend you answer.________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. Genetic screening for some diseases already exists - children are tested for PKU at birth. It is conceivable that the number and scope of testing of newborns may broaden in the future. Do you think that newborns should be tested for other traits, such as alcoholism, heart problems, or even intelligence? If tests can be performed on a newborn or even an adult, who has the right to your genetic information - do employers, do spouses, and do insurance companies have the right to your profile. Defend your position.  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

GATTACA Reflection Questions:  Answer the following questions based on your knowledge of the Living Environment, your personal opinions, and the movie “GATTACA”.
13. Why do you think Vincent’s father decided to name him “Vincent Anton”
rather that “Anton”?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
14. How was Vincent’s childhood/family life affected by his genetic profile? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
15. How was Vincent’s adult life affected? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
16. What qualities does Vincent possess that contribute to his success? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
17. Does Jerome have any weak qualities? What are they? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
18. Why do you think the writer/director chose the name “Gattaca” for this film,
19. and for the place where Vincent worked? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
20. Why do you think Lamar’s son was a “big fan” of Vincent? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
21. What are the positive and negative aspects of the GATTACA world? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
22. "This child is you, simply the best of you. You could conceive a hundred times and never achieve the same result." Explain this statement using the terms:  HOMOLOGOUS CHROMOSOMES and ALLELES. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
23. What are "valids" and "in-valids" in the story? Explain in definition.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
24. During the car search in the tunnel, Vincent (who is with Irene) tells the tester
25. NOT to take a saliva sample (implying the sample might be "contaminated"), but rather, to take a blood sample. What did he mean by the saliva being "contaminated", and, what was the REAL reason Vincent did not want a saliva sample to be taken? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
26. Is it true that you are more than the sum of your genes? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
27. What evidence pointed towards an “in-valid” as the murderer? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
28. What major surgery did Vincent have to enhance his genetic “imperfections?” __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
